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ALETTER from a Gentleman in the 


Country to his.Correſpondent in the City, concerning the Coronation 
Medal, diſtributed April 11. 168g, | 


| XI 
$4 X ; 3X n 


QU have obliged me yery much by the account you gave me of the Coronation : But. 
I have hadTome Remarques from anorher hand , concerning the Truth of which 
I ſaſpend'my Judgment till you inforti me berrer. © © | | 
1 ;-.._ . 1 ſhall giye you the Relation in the very words, as 1 received it, —— There, was 
onething which'much atflicted| all true Exglih-men, becanſe cit is belicycd it_neyer hapened 
fince Witham the Conqueror's time ; Which was, that. a King and Queen of F=g/and (hould 
make their Proceſſion'at the Coronation through a treble Rarik 0 Armed Horſe and Foot all 
Foreigners. It _ us a7 roſee, that for want of ſome Interpreters betwixt them and the 
Multitude,. which uſually preſsaponTuch Occaſions, an infinite of the poor Engliſh , even 
well wiſhersto'the new King and Queen, were not only rudely treated with  ſterne -Connce- 
nances. and Pur Curſes, but contitivally puſhed” back with the Eut-ends of' the Soldiers 
Waoqunts; or the Serjeans Halbards,' and ſometimes received broken Heads, or as dangerous 
Bruiſes if they'did-biit'endeavout'to get nearer. 1 faw my ſelf .many Perſons kfocked, and 
puſhed upon” the*Breaſt with the Troopers Piſtols; ,and pricked-with cheir Swords for endta- 


yodringes conch under'the Horſes heads ; and when any one offered to get nearer through the 
anks of Horſeinen'," where they found Protection, at former, Coronations by: their own 
Country-men ;i theſe rude Strangers were ſure: to check their Borſes and make them Curyete. 


or turn-round,: which conld not be without” the hazatd of breaking their Legs , or Bruiling, 
thoſe that were in the way. I need nor mention the: Tofling and, Pultting Mcn and Women 
from: Placeto Place, and Draging them through the Kennels, more like Slaves, nay Doggs,. 


then:Chriſtians, which made nap Spectators Sigh and pitty the Fangepo of ſeveral Hun-, 
dreds whom they ſaw ſo oſed : Whillt others were not afraid to ſay, w | 


whole:Body of the Engliſh Nation (who are nbt you it ſeems to Þ Co ded in) muſt ſiffer 
| on 


utder theſe new' Lord- Danes before the Kinig can be fo ſettled in his,Thro! | 
ly diſmiſs bis Foreign Force; nay ſome'they ſay had their Skulls* broken and dy'd. in the 


Crowd, «though this is endeavoured ro' be' ſtifled, ——— Neither do'you mention the un- . 


lucky Qualm my Correſpondent tells me the King had ; nor the Nuke of Norfolk's fall from 
his-Horle, when he'Ulhered in the Champion, which were ſomething Ominous. _ _... | 

The Gold Medal you ſent me;'-the trrie meaning of which you delire me to explain, gave 
me and fone Friends of inin& no [inall Diverſion. ' And to deal plainly with you, I think the 
Contriver of it hath done their Majeſties little Service. ata | 

I need not tell you'that the tuſtori'of Stamping Me 
rations} -Vitories,' or great Acheivements'of Princes, or Generals, were repreſented cither 
expreſly or by ſome Emblem) is 4s" ol as the firſt Coynaye of Mo ey by. the. Greczans and 
Remans.” Nor that in'the faſt Ceritpry and'this they have'been Improved, . and .many Ingenious 
Devices'invented ſuitable to the Noble Enterpriſes which were by thoſe, means to be perpe- 
tuated ; and are to be found in the Repoſitories of Princes,” or ubliſhed by. Lachins apd 0- 
thers'on that ſubjeR; Inſontich, 'that we'find even'John'of after he ha HONG entire 
pollſſion of -Mwnſtey;" and filled ir with his Crew of Anabaprifts, notwithſtanding his pretend- 
ed Santtity and Mortffication, Coyhtd ſeverdl Medals, 'which were indeed very Omunous to 
himy forchis Muſbrim King,: pron Hollarid, contihued not above fix Months, before 


hewashung vp in an tron:Cape, "wi 'forme of bis'Cottiplices,, pon the top bf a Tower in 


Munſeey. $0. 2 Wen. Gy, os TY 7 

| __ give you various Inſtances of Auſpicious and Inaugural Medals , but that I intend 
this only as a Letter. Therefore I ſhall proceed to the preſent Medal, which, of what na- 
ture it will be, time alone muſt"ſhew';3* yet 1 foreſee it will give great occalion to the Malig- 
ners of our new Crowned King and Queen to paſs their malicious Cenſures on it. 

One of my Friends viewing the two Faces.of the King and Queen, faid, That ſuch Con- 
junftions in Medals, had oftentimes proved Unfortunate 3 for he had, not long ſince, by him 
the Adedal made for the two Dewitts, which muck reſembled this, if the Head Attire had not 
been differegt, whoſe inhuman Buchery by the Mobilee of Amſterdam, gave the very ict 

| ; r 


Iſt othe: not afraid to at moſt;[ believe , 
thought, that this was but the beginning; and a'Jighr matter in, ompariſon of what the 


ge that he-may ſafe- 


als Cupon whoſe Reverſes the Jnangu- | 


riſe to the then blooming Prince of Orange's Greatneſs : And all the World (ſays he) knows 
- that King Phill; and Queen Mary of England, and King Henry and Queen*Mary of Scotland, 

whoſe Faces _ Names were joyned in their Coyns and Medab, were not very Fortunate. 
But I told him, fince the Parliament had joyned them in the Sovereignty, they could not he 
diſ-joyned in their Coyn, and | doubted net but their Fortunes would be alike, good or bad. 

When 1 received the Reverſe, I was heated into an Indignation that any perſon ſhould be 
ſo indiſcreet, as to chooſe an Emblem upon ſuch an occaſion, fo ſubject to miſ- interpretation 
as this would be. For as {alins Ceſar (aid to his Wife Calpburnia, That it was not enough that 
ſhe” ſhould be Innocent, but that ſhe ought to be ſo cautions in all ber attjons, that ſhe ſhould be free 
even from Suſpicion ;, ſo ought it to be with Emblems and Medals; they ought to fignifie and 
expreſs ſo clearly, the Worth and Greatneſs of thoſe Princes Actions which they Repreſent, 
that no ſiniſter gr rag might be made of them. And this Indignation was increaſed 
by the Reffeftion which a Gentleman made, who firſt look'd upon the Reverſe with me. 

This Gentleman ſeeing a Chariot, but not underſtanding the Larine Inſcription, and having 
heard the Town talk of Talia, who inſtigated her Husband Targuinizs to Kill her Father Ser- 
vins Tullius, King of the Romans, that he might ſucceed him in the Throne, and, as Livy ſays, 
Cauſed ber Chariot to be driven over his mangled Body ;, cried out, 1s this Tullia's Charior? This 
I oy ſhock'd me, and rais'd my anger againſt the Contriver, who had choſen fo ill an Em- 
blem, which upon ſo oy arg aview, brought ſuch an odious Hiſtory into Mens minds: 

Another by-ſtander ſeeing the Figure repreſented Phaeton, whom the Poets feign to have 
obtained leave of his Father Phebus to guide his Chariot for oneday, and who by his want of 
$kill to govern the Fiery Horſes, had like to have fer the World on Fire, had not Jupiter ſtruck 
him dead with a Thunder-bolt ; Exclaimed againſt the Emblemsas full of ill Omens, and ſaid, 
That the People knowing that this King and Queen had, not by Permiſſion, but by Fiolence, _ 
ded their Fathers Throne, would look upon this as his Chariot which they drive, and interpreted Fu- 
piter's Thunder- bolt as 4 Sign of ſome Fudgment of God impending over our Gr acious Prince, for 
this, which he called, An unnatural Vſurpation. | 

This made my Cheeks and Ears to burn, and 1told them, they were both extreamly wide 
of the Inventors r1caning. For by Phaeton he meant King fames, who by Miſ-government 
had ered the Deſtruftion of this Kingdom, and that God having Compatlion on his 
Church and People, had ſtruck Him from His Regal Scar. 

Bur another Gentlemari then preſent ſaid, Thar although he verily believed that was the 
Contrivers ns, yet there were ſo many Exceptions to the congruity of that Fable with 
the Cicumſtances of Kitig James's Reign, that he might as well haye offered the War of the 


Gyant: againſt Fupiter, as ns to repreſent the Inaugural Glory of our King and Queen, which 
y 


ought to have been the only Subject to be conlidered. 

He ſaid, that Phaeton could never repreſent King 7ames ; ſince the Throne or Chariot be- 
longed ſolely ro Him, as Hereditary Lawfal King ; neither could it be ſaid that He had asked' 
any ones leave to Guide it. But that all Men knew an T/arper was the Moral of Phaetcn it 
the Fable, and ag Vſ/urper in his Fathers Reign. | ; 

Moreover. (faid he) if King JAMES mult be Phacton,then King Wiliam muſt be Jupiter that 
ſtruck Him ow of His Charior,or Phabus that re-aſlumed it after he had been Thunder-itruck; 
and how diſagreeablethis was to the whole Scope of the Fable, was obvious to every Schovl- 
boy that read Ovid's Metamorphoſis, Nay, he further affirmed; That this Emblem ſeems to 
Preſage King Eng to His Throne again, and if fo, it would be congruous in 
almolt all its Cur ces. | 

I muſt confeſs Sir, 1 could'not heartily contraditt this Gentlemanz but wiſh'd the Author 
had either conſulted Books or Men, for a more ſignificant agd unexceptionable Emblem. But 
fince he has been ſo Unfortunate, if not Malicious, if you know the Perſon, adviſe him to 
get hiinſelf included in the A of Indempaity; it being a Crime, equal to the Counterfeiting 
the King's Coyn, to contrive a Corenation Emblem that gives ſuch occaſion of Cenſure and Re- 
flettion to the Male-contents, and Maligners of King Wiliam, our preſent Phabus, from whom 
we expect a Wonderful Deljyerance. | 


April the z 6th. $ir, I am 
1659. mw_ 41 Towrs, 


